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Meeting Agenda

What’s New?
Biography Field in ORCID Profile Download

Social Network Graph: Collaborations Among Cohorts

Deep Dive: Awarding Individual Excellence

What’s Next?
Broadening Fields in Flight Tracker?

Current Version:
v6.22.0



What’s New?



ORCID Profile Download

• Do your scholars update their ORCID profiles with their 
professional accomplishments?
• You can spot check a few at www.orcid.org
• If they do, you can download them into Flight Tracker:
• Go to the Flight Tracker Home page [leftmost on the menu]
• Turn on the Full ORCID Profiles feature switch
• Click the Save Settings button
• Then update your data dictionary

[the big red box]
• Flight Tracker will update your project’s data regularly

http://www.orcid.org/


ORCID Biography

• Update: As of v6.22.0, scholars’ entire ORCID biography will be 
downloaded into the ORCID person instrument in REDCap



Collaborations Among Cohorts

• Pubs menu à Social Network of Collaborations
• Did you know that you can not only compare individuals but 

compare groups? Modify “Index by Field”
• Two updates to compare groups:
• You can include Person Roles
• You can check off Cohorts

• Demo:
https://redcap.vumc.org/
external_modules/?prefix=
flightTracker&page=socialNetwork
%2Fcollaboration&pid=66635 

Check off 
which 

cohorts you 
want to 

compare

A graph of departments & divisions: interdisciplinary

https://redcap.vumc.org/external_modules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=socialNetwork%2Fcollaboration&pid=66635
https://redcap.vumc.org/external_modules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=socialNetwork%2Fcollaboration&pid=66635
https://redcap.vumc.org/external_modules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=socialNetwork%2Fcollaboration&pid=66635
https://redcap.vumc.org/external_modules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=socialNetwork%2Fcollaboration&pid=66635


Deep Dive
Awarding Individual Excellence



Situation

You want to reward individual 
excellence in your group somehow

A data-driven methodology would help 
to avoid playing favorites

Where to start?



Outline

• Instant awareness: Celebrations email
• Impactful publications
• Excellence in collaborations
• Mentoring performance

• Resource use
• For more bragging material: See scholar 

profiles



Celebrations Email

• Configured on the Flight Tracker Home page
• New publications, grants, or Honors, Awards & Activities
• High-impact means an RCR >= 8.0
• First/Last author publications

• Can configure multiple sections
• Each section can be: Weekly,

monthly, or quarterly
• Can [should] include leadership

in email list
• Great for quick recognition



Impactful Publications

• Pubs menu à Publication Impact Measures
• Look beneath the graphics: The highest-impact publications are 

listed in descending order [highest-impact on top]
• Your scholars’ names are in bold
• Longer-term

recognition
• Team meetings,

retreats, etc.
• Demo:

https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/
ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&
page=publications%2FscoreDistribution&
pid=16 

https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=publications%2FscoreDistribution&pid=16
https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=publications%2FscoreDistribution&pid=16
https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=publications%2FscoreDistribution&pid=16
https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=publications%2FscoreDistribution&pid=16


Collaborations on Publications

• Pubs menu à Social Network of Collaborations
• Two green boxes of statistics on the top:
• Given = your papers referencing others in network
• Received = others’ papers referencing you

• At bottom, top individual performers are identified:
• “Number of top collaborators to highlight” can be configured
• Maximum collaborations = total number of co-authorships
• Maximum number of collaborators = total number of

co-authors in the group
• Both deserve recognition!



Mentoring Performance

• Mentorship has a disproportionately large impact on scholar 
outcomes
• Reward good mentorship! How?
• Mentor awards, based on data

• Mentors menu à Mentor Performance
• Number of Mentees
• KàR Conversion Rate

• Demo
https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=tablesAndLists%2FmentorConversion&pid=16 

https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=tablesAndLists%2FmentorConversion&pid=16


Resource Use

• Flight Tracker can track resource use among scholars
• Resources are career-development tools the institution offers
• We find high achievers tend to use them heavily
• Flight Tracker can look at their performance [ROI]

• It can also identify who uses the most resources
• Resources menu à Scholar Resource Use
• There’s a table at the bottom with heavy use

• Reward going all in for research!
• Demo:

https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=resources%2Ftable&pid=16 

https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=resources%2Ftable&pid=16


Brag with Scholar Profiles

• When you want to brag on one specific individual, there’s one 
stop to make: Scholars menu à Scholar Profiles
• What’s on the page?
• Individual metrics including bibliometrics
• Timelines of grants and publications
• Topics of publications [MeSH terms & keywords]
• Publishing collaborations in your project
• Grant funding over time
• Honors, Awards & Activities

• Demo:
https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=profile&pid=16&record=16 

https://localhost/redcap/redcap_v15.4.5/ExternalModules/?prefix=flightTracker&page=profile&pid=16&record=16


Recap

• Celebrations email
• Impactful publications
• Excellence in collaborations
• Mentoring performance

• Resource use
• For more bragging material:

See scholar profiles



What’s Next?



A Broader Flight Tracker?

• The CRESP engineering group at Vanderbilt wants to extend 
Flight Tracker for engineering applications
• To do so, we hope to:
• Support Web of Science [1st step]
• Integrate with DOE & EPA grants?
• Perhaps more…

• It’ll be optional; it must be turned on
• WoS publications will be treated like

PubMed publications



Support Resources

Forum: Flight Tracker Community
Free accounts available

Monthly Troubleshooting Call
3rd Wednesday, August 20, at 1pm CT

Monthly “Newbie” Call
Tuesday, August 12, 11.30am CT

Monthly Getting Started Workshop
Thursday, August 14, 12pm CT

Type your email in the chat for more info
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