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Meeting Agenda

What’s New?
Downloading ORCID Profile Information

ORCID Wrangler Updates

Deep Dive: Visualizing Publications

What’s Next?
NIH Training Table Updates from NIH

More Customizable Mentee-Mentor Agreements [v2.0]
Update “Find a Collaborator” on Scholar Portal

Current Version:
v6.17.2



What’s New?



Downloading ORCID Profile

• Thanks Nemours! Specifically, Alexis Ranalli & Brad Samuel!
• ORCID profiles contain information about scholars
• That information can now be downloaded into Flight Tracker
• You must turn on this feature to access the data:
• Go to the Flight Tracker Home page [leftmost menu item]
• Move “Full ORCID Profiles” to on & click Save Settings 



ORCID Wrangler Updates

It now displays 
information 
from their 
profile if it exists

When available, it displays names, 
employments, organization 
memberships & locations



Deep Dive
Visualizing Publications



Overview

• Why Publications?
• Lists & the Brag Widget
• Word Clouds
• Publication Impact Measures

• Social Network of Collaborations
• Multi-Site Collaborations: Institutions
• Multi-Site Collaborations: Countries
• Publications with Mentor[s]
• Institutional History of a Publication 

[Proposed]



Why Publications?

• Publications have a lot of data going on: keywords, MeSH 
terms, abstracts, associated grants, journals & co-authors
• PubMed publications are more abundant than grants: 1 million 

biomedical per year, 2 papers per minute & 1,000+ per day

• Therefore, Flight Tracker does a lot with publications that just 
isn’t possible with grants



About Publications

• PubMed is the standard we use for graphs because that’s the 
language of the NIH
• PubMed pre-prints are supported & revised when published
• Educational publications from ERIC are also supported but 

must be turned on individually for each scholar
• Non-indexed papers are covered in the Honors, Awards & 

Activities form & survey
• PubMed’s institutional tracking got better

after 2014, so Flight Tracker pulls better/
more for pubs after 2014



Publication Lists

1. Many customization options:
• Altmetrics images on/off
• Filter for dates
• Sort by date or impact measure
• Author positions
• Publications during training + X days
• Cohorts
• Filter by particular grants cited
• Filter by words in title [e.g., research 

topics]
2. View for one author or all authors



Publication Lists



Brag: Publications Widget

• Connect your outside website with Flight Tracker
• Shows recent publications for your scholars
• It can be for an individual scholar on a profile page
• It can be for publications only during training

• It can be for a cohort
• Great morale booster
• A great way to involve friends & family



Brag: Publications Widget



Brag: Publications Widget

• Three configuration steps:
1. Select a group
2. Select a time period
3. Click re-configure button

• Then copy/paste HTML to your website

• Technical: Your website & REDCap server must support “iframes”
• If you run into trouble displaying the page, let your IT folks 

know this, and they might be able to help!



Word Clouds

• Fields: Journals, MeSH Terms & types of Grants Cited
• Filter by authorship: First, middle, last author
• Filter by dates & cohorts
• Filter by only papers with

certain MeSH Terms
• Shows top 200 items

• Bar chart of top 20 items
• Great to profile a group!



Publication Impact Measures

• NIH’s iCite: Relative Citation Ratio [RCR]
• Normalizes the number of citations to a scholar’s field
• 1.0 is mean – the average paper in the field
• 2.0 = cited twice as often as the average paper in its field
• 0.5 = cited half as often as the average paper in its field

• Altmetric score
• Based on newer media activity on Internet
• E.g., e-reader downloads, tweets, Facebook posts, news 

articles, policy mentions



Publication Impact Measures

• For RCRs & Altmetric scores:
• Histogram showing distribution of impact measure
• Line chart of mean/median impact measures over time

• Bar chart of high-impact RCRs [> 8.0] over time
• List of papers with RCR above 2.0, each with its Altmetric score



Publication Impact Measures

Histogram showing distribution of impact measure

A broad pattern 
of “exponential 
decay”

A blip of 
high-impact 
publications



Publication Impact Measures

Line chart of mean/median impact measures over time



Publication Impact Measures

Bar chart of high-impact RCRs [> 8.0] over time



Publication Impact Measures

List of papers with RCR above 2.0, each with its Altmetric score

Your scholars’ names are in bold



Collaborations Social Network

• Each node is a person
• Each line is 1+ co-authored papers 

together
• “Hairball graph”
• Busier = more collaboration
• A busy graphic shows whether your 

environment supports collaboration



Collaborations Definitions

• Collaboration = one co-authorship pair per one paper
• Collaborations = number of co-author pairs x number of papers
• Papers are NOT deduplicated in collaborations

• Total papers & total citations ARE deduplicated



Collaborations by the Numbers

• Total number of papers
• Total number of citations
• Collaborations
• Individual success:
• Number of individual 

collaborators
• Number of collaborations



Multi-Site Collaborations

• Under Pubs menu à Multi-Site Collaborations
• Two options:
• Institutional Collaborations – from your list of institutions
• International Collaborations – from all the countries of world

• Configuration options:
• Cohorts
• Dates for publications
• Arcs on map from a given location
• Turn on/off whether to show numbers on each country
• Export to CSV



Institutional Collaborations

• You provide a list of institutions to 
match against PubMed’s 
institutional affiliations
• Short, distinct names best instead 

of lengthy names [e.g., Harvard, 
Irvine for UC-Irvine, Washington 
University, Vanderbilt]
• The line widths scale with the 

number of collaborations as do 
the nodes’ size around the circle
• Great for consortia



International Collaborations

• “Choropleth Map” – show statistical data on a map
• Grabs countries from

PubMed institutional
affiliations & places
them on a map
• Darker = more

collaborations
• Great for Global Health

departments



Publications with Mentors

• Ways to input mentors:
• Manual Import form
• Mentors menu à Add Mentors for Existing Scholars

• Pubs menu à Publications with Mentor[s]
• A list of collaborative publications with trainees’ & mentors’ 

names bolded
• Export to CSV

is supported



Proposed: History of a Publication

• iCite provides a list of which papers cite other papers & keeps 
data up to date
• A Vanderbilt group suggested finding whether a given paper 

has a history among other Flight Tracker scholars at Vanderbilt
• Thus, a paper’s collaborative history could be told, kind of 

like an ancestry
• If the data are there, a pretty ancestry

graphic could be built to tell a story
• Andrew Johnson plans to explore this

idea more in the spring of 2025



Recap

• Why Publications?
• Lists & the Brag Widget
• Word Clouds
• Publication Impact Measures

• Social Network of Collaborations
• Multi-Site Collaborations: Institutions
• Multi-Site Collaborations: Countries
• Publications with Mentor[s]
• Institutional History of a Publication 

[Proposed]



What’s Next?



NIH Training Table Updates

• NIH Guidance: NOT-OD-24-129
• Thankfully, a simplified new format for training tables
• In effect on January 25 – next round
• Last round of the old table format was due on October 25
• Existing grants are NOT affected, only new applications & 

renewals

• Flight Tracker tables will be updated accordingly in November



Mentee-Mentor Agreements v2.0

• Mentee-Mentor Agreements are crucial to everything we do:
• Support good mentoring practices
• Collects data on mentoring to evaluate best practices

• New changes will allow program managers & mentors to 
customize the surveys
• Custom questions can be asked
• Questions or sections can be skipped

• New momentum from NIH emphasis on
mentorship

• Can give programs a strategic edge in applications



Spotlight: Mentoring

• Mentee-Mentor Agreements
• A main goal is to promote mentoring
• Another long-term goal is to identify

best practices of academic mentoring
• We want to try to correlate success

signs like grants & publications with
mentoring practices
• We’re interested in gathering partners

to collect data and co-author a publication together
• We’ll discuss this topic in depth whenever v2.0 is ready



Scholar Portal: Find a Collaborator

• Currently searches all Flight Trackers for one MeSH Term
• Proposed new additions:
• Download publication keywords
• Search publication keywords: more flexible than MeSH Terms
• Search multiple MeSH terms



Flight Tracker Community

Support Forum
“Better than Email” - Ask me for an Account in the Chat

https://redcap.vumc.org/flighttracker/

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/flighttracker/


Troubleshooting Call

Monthly Troubleshooting Call – optional

Third Wednesday at 1pm Central Time
November 20, 2024

Driven by Your Questions & Problems
All are welcome!

Ask to join our email list in the chat for an invitation…



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining

November’s “newbie” call.

Thursday, November 14, at noon Central Time
(Tuesday, December 10, at noon Central Time)

Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation



Getting Started Workshop

After each month’s newbie call, we’re 
hosting a separate Getting Started 
Workshop to get the ball rolling on 

implementation. Questions will center 
only around starting out. No advanced 

questions will be discussed.

Our next call will be on Friday, November 15,
at 10am CT.

All newbie call participants will be invited.
Let me know if you want an invitation to the next one.
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