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Meeting Agenda

What’s New?
Bibliometrics Collecting Again

New Developer: Andrew Johnson

Deep Dive: Self-Enrolling from a REDCap Survey

What’s Next?
Active Projects Nearing Completion

AAMC GREAT Conference

Current Version:
v6.15.0



What’s New?



Bibliometrics Updating

• Error: Bibliometrics were not updating for months after their 
initial download
• Fixed in v6.15.0 and higher…

It should restart downloading automatically

• Thanks, Alexis Ranalli of Nemours!



Welcome, Andrew Johnson!

• Andrew Johnson is joining our team to aid in software 
development tasks
• He’ll be taking over more software responsibilities over time
• Impacts to you:
• We plan on re-routing communications more to our website 

and to a central email address to
coordinate correspondence
• He’ll be increasingly more involved in

troubleshooting calls



Deep Dive
Self-Enrolling to Flight Tracker



Overview

• Use cases:
• Origin story: Medical College of Wisconsin
• Months later: Scholar Portal & Vanderbilt

• Installation without scholars
• Different REDCap forms
• Email alerts
• Admin notification of new scholar
• Access denied
• Access granted
• One week later: Scholar Portal access



Origin Story

• Setting: Early 2024
• The Public Survey Link is a part of REDCap where anybody can 

fill out a survey, and each new survey makes a new record
• The Medical College of Wisconsin asked if Flight Tracker could 

support Public Survey Links – that is, sign up for it themselves
• I coded a quick change to allow them to do this

themselves, but did not build out extensive
support



Scholar Portal & Vanderbilt

• Recently, Julie Bastarache, Director of our Vanderbilt team, 
asked for the very same feature here
• Motive: Scholar Portal access for senior faculty
• Since multiple people asked for it and she pays the bills, I 

decided to make this a core feature for all
• Coming out in the next few days in v6.16.0



How It Works

An applicant 
fills out a short 
REDCap survey

You advertise the 
link somewhere, 
like over email or 

on a webpage

REDCap emails 
an alert to the 

admins

Admin confirms 
or denies access

REDCap emails a 
response to the 

applicant

If accepted, 
Flight Tracker 

collects data for 
the scholar

If accepted, REDCap 
emails the scholar one 

week later with a link to 
the Scholar Portal



Installation

• Start a new Flight Tracker project. The first installation screen:

• Since a survey is used, no new scholars will be uploaded
• Instructions are provided

Make sure you check to sign up!

These emails will receive 
an alert to confirm



Different REDCap Forms

• First two forms are different
• Identifiers is normally the first 

instrument

]



Public Survey

• You must email out link or put link on website from:
REDCap à Survey Distribution Tools à Public Survey Link



Form for Admin to Confirm

• When you check to confirm, their data will automatically go into 
the Identifiers form

Info from Survey



Four Email Alerts

1. Admin notification of new scholar
2. Access denied
3. Access granted
4. One week later: Scholar Portal access

Where to get the Public Survey Link

Where to see REDCap alerts



To Admin When Signup Happens

First admin email

All admin emails



Access Denied

First admin email

Applicant



Access Granted

First admin email

Applicant



One Week Later, Scholar Portal

First admin email

Applicant



Release

• In Flight Tracker v6.16.0 and higher

• Not out yet! Released within a week from today
• And don’t forget about Publication Wrangling!!!



Recap

• Use cases:
• Origin story: Medical College of Wisconsin
• Months later: Scholar Portal & Vanderbilt

• Installation without scholars
• Different REDCap forms
• Email alerts
• Admin notification of new scholar
• Access denied
• Access granted
• One week later: Scholar Portal access



What’s Next?



Multiple Active Projects

• Mentee-Mentor Agreements v2.0 – customizing questions
• Co-signed letter for an API for My Bibliography to ease 

Publication Wrangling’s burden
• Accessing ORCID record data [from Nemours]
• In November, change to the NIH Training Tables’ new format 

for January applications



AAMC GREAT Conference

• AAMC GREAT = American Association of Medical Colleges’ 
Group on Research, Education & Training
• For pre-doctoral, post-doctoral & MD/PhD programs
• In Dallas, Texas, near UT-Southwestern on October 7-9
• Rebecca & I will present a poster to preview an evolving project

Flight Connector: Software to Enhance Networking & Mentoring

• If you’re there, too, we’d love to meet you!



Flight Tracker Community

Support Forum
“Better than Email” - Ask me for an Account in the Chat

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/flighttracker/

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/flighttracker/


Troubleshooting Call

Monthly Troubleshooting Call – optional

Third Wednesday at 1pm Central Time
October 16, 2024

Driven by Your Questions & Problems
All are welcome!

Ask to join our email list in the chat for an invitation…



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining

October’s “newbie” call.

Tuesday, October 15, at 11am Central Time
(Thursday, November 14, at noon Central Time)

Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation



Getting Started Workshop

After each month’s newbie call, we’re 
hosting a separate Getting Started 
Workshop to get the ball rolling on 

implementation. Questions will center 
only around starting out. No advanced 

questions will be discussed.

Our next call will be on Friday, October 18,
at 1pm CT.

All newbie call participants will be invited.
Let me know if you want an invitation to the next one.
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