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Meeting Agenda

What’s New?
Updates on Training Tables from the NIH

New Celebrations Email Options
New NSF Grants Endpoint

Deep Dive: Sending Flight Tracker Surveys

What’s Next?
Filtering Publications by Topic

TàKàR Conversion
Other Spring/Summer 2024 Projects

Current Version:
v6.10.5



What’s New?



NIH Updates on Training Tables

• Overall Goal: Encourage effective mentorship through mentor 
training
• Goal for Training Tables: “reduce burden and promote 

consistent information collection across training programs”
• Revisions listed on next slide

• Effective on-or-after January 25, 2025
• Flight Tracker will adjust its code around January 1, 2025
• NOT-OD-24-129



NIH Updates on Training Tables

Some Training Table Revisions & Simplifications:
• 1 & 2: Data only for the training stage for the program
• 5: Reorganize columns & add interim research projects
• Preprints for all trainees if no PMID exists
• Undergraduate conference presentations

• [6: No trainee prior academic/research experience]
• 8: No more Part 2 “Those Clearly

Associated with the Training Grant”
[aka friends table]



New Celebrations Email Options

• The Celebrations Email is a regular email to alert someone 
about their scholars’ accomplishments
• You can configure the custom email on Flight Tracker Home 

page

• Frequency: Weekly or monthly [or now quarterly]
• Options: Publications and Grants [and now Honors,

Awards & Activities]



NSF Grants URL Change

• Feds changed api.nsf.gov to www.research.gov
• Affects Flight Tracker groups that have firewalls in place for their 

REDCap server
• **You might need to email your REDCap admin!
• Flight Tracker’s Connectivity Tester [General menu] updated in 

v6.10.5 [most recent release]

https://api.nsf.gov/
http://www.research.gov/


Grants Descriptions

• Flight Tracker uses an algorithm that puts grants into “bins” so 
that they can be easily compared to similar grants
• The categories can, admittedly, seem confusing sometimes
• Full descriptions now on

REDCap’s Custom Grants
page in v6.10.5 [most
recent release]



Deep Dive
Sending Flight Tracker Surveys



Overview

• Motivation: Customized Links
• [Scholars menu à Configure an Email]
• Who: Filtering or Selecting Individuals
• What: Email Text & Customizations

• When: Testing Emails
• Warning Email
• Email Log
• Coming Updates



Motivation

• You want to email a group of your Flight Tracker scholars
• You want to provide them a custom link to enter their data
• Flight Tracker surveys are pre-filled when possible
• You can add your own surveys

to Flight Tracker via REDCap
and send them out



Distribution Options

• REDCap’s Automated Survey Invitations – you must set up
• Flight Tracker’s Configure an Email page in Scholars menu

• Who?

• What?
• When?



Who?

• Individuals vs. Filtered Group
• [Soon: Send just to one cohort]
• Display a list of names to confirm 

accuracy



Who?

Individuals: Check names one-by-one



Who?

• Filtered Group: All vs. Some
• Questions for “Some”:
• Ever completed a survey?
• Maximum emails a scholar can 

receive?
• Only newer records or all 

relevant records?
• Has received an R01/Equivalent?
• Everyone or Current Trainee or 

Alumni?



What?

• Format rich-text email using block
• Save email text from prior emails
• To customize, you can add:
• Survey link to REDCap survey
• Full name / First Name / Last Name
• Mentoring Agreement Link
• Scholar Portal Link



When?

• Name the email [orange]
• Schedule the email for when to send 

to scholars



When?

• Three-step activation process to avoid 
problems:

1. Stage to Test
2. Send Emails to yourself & spot-test 

to confirm accuracy
3. Activate Email [must do to send!]

• Verify: “Current Status: Activated”



Warning Email

15 minutes before send to project administrator; can cancel



Email Log & Email Queue

• Sent Messages
[Scholars menu à View Email Log]
• Pending Messages

[Scholars menu à View Email Queue]



Updates Coming Soon

• Send an email just to a cohort
• Bug fix: Stray HTML in message body; v6.10.6 [next release]

• Ensure that an email is scheduled before 
staging; right now, you can stage before 
scheduling, and this situation causes 
problems!



Rehash

• Motivation: Customized Links
• [Scholars menu à Configure an Email]
• Who: Filtering or Selecting Individuals
• What: Email Text & Customizations

• When: Testing Emails
• Warning Email
• Email Log
• Coming Updates



What’s Next?



Publications List: Filter by Topic

• Easiest way to produce a list of publications is by:
Pubs menu à Publication List
• Numerous filtering options, e.g., author position, dates, grant 

cited

• Soon, you can filter by MeSH Term or by a word in the title
• [Thanks, Mia Garchitorena!]



TàKàR Conversion

• Flight Tracker originally developed for early career space
[KàR conversion heavily emphasized]
• Now, we support predoctoral and postdoctoral programs
• This feature is for pre-K academic programs
• TàK rates, KàR rates, and TàKàR rates
• I’m not aware that this topic has been studied in the literature, 

so I’m interested about what we’ll find
• [Thanks, Arnita King!]



Spring/Summer 2024 Projects

• Exploring an online video course
• Tools to connect scholars:
• Better ways to connect mentees to mentors
• Visual tool to network scholars together

• Writing a journal article about Flight Tracker
• Software improvements:
• Non-NIH Grants from Dept. of HHS [TAGGS]
• Rework hookup to eRA Commons’ xTRACT



Flight Tracker Community

Support Forum
“Better than Email” - Ask me for an Account in the Chat

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/flighttracker/

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/flighttracker/


Troubleshooting Call

Monthly Troubleshooting Call – optional

Third Wednesday at 1pm Central Time
June 19, 2024

Driven by Your Questions & Problems
All are welcome!

Ask to join our email list in the chat for an invitation…



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining

June’s “newbie” call.

Thursday, June 20, at noon Central Time
(Tuesday, July 16, at 11am Central Time)

Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation



Getting Started Workshop

After each month’s newbie call, we’re 
hosting a separate Getting Started 
Workshop to get the ball rolling on 

implementation. Questions will center 
only around starting out. No advanced 

questions will be discussed.

Our next call will be on Friday, June 21, at noon CT.
All newbie call participants will be invited.

Let me know if you want an invitation to the next one.



Flight Tracker 
Consortium Meeting

June 5, 2024

www.edgeforscholars.org

      @EdgeForScholars

https://redcap.link/flight_tracker

http://www.edgeforscholars.org/
https://redcap.link/flight_tracker

