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Meeting Agenda

What’s New?
SSL Errors Remedied

Cron Completion Errors

Deep Dive: Best Practices for Outcomes Tracking

What’s Next?
Scholar Portal (August)

Customizations for MSTP programs (MD/PhD, September)

Office Hours with Rebecca & Scott

Current Version:
v5.7.18



What’s New?



SSL Errors

• Email errors related to “SSL” might have occurred 
in recent versions
• Turned off a check to verify that a REDCap server 

has a secure certificate
• Makes calls to external websites (via APIs) a little 

less secure, but not major since we are using 
public data (no personal health information)
• Avoids headaches with REDCap admins
• Implemented in v5.7.11 and higher



Cron Completion Errors

• A couple of groups have reported that their crons aren’t 
completing
• My first hypothesis as to the problem was invalidated 

today
• Elizabeth Palambo of WashU and David Surber of 

Wisconsin-Madison are my debugging data points
• Elizabeth and I are hoping to follow up on a new 

hypothesis tomorrow or Friday



July Meeting Cancelled

July’s Consortium Meeting, originally slated for July 5, is cancelled due 
to the July 4 holiday. We’ll meet again on August 2.



Deep Dive
Best Practices for Outcomes Tracking



Methods of Collection

Ways to Do It
• Surveying or asking scholars
•Google + manual entry
• Flight Tracker’s grant tracking

What You’re (Probably) Collecting
• Job(s) after graduation/end of training
•Grants after training



Collecting Info from Scholars

•Saves you searching
•Ensures accuracy (most of 
the time)
•May collect things you miss 
(e.g., foundation grants at 
another institution)



Collecting Info from Scholars

Best Practices (From Experience)
• Survey regularly
•Ask for info on their next job and a permanent/ 

personal email address before they leave
• If they’re on your grant, ask for their final progress 

report before they go



Finding Missing Scholars: 
Searching

•LinkedIn is usually the most up to date
• You can sign up for Premium to gain the ability to 

email anyone via the site (InMail) - $30/month

•Googling the name and your institution can 
often pull up a faculty page at their next 
institution b/c it lists their degrees



Finding Missing Scholars: PubMed

• Search their name and a relevant scientific term in PubMed

• Or just search the name if unique enough
• Since 2014, all authors list affiliations in PubMed
• If they’re the corresponding author, viewing the article at the journal 

will give you an email address



Finding Missing Scholars

Can’t find the email address? Once you know the 
institution, you can often find an email address for 
someone there, then use that format.

(This doesn’t always work.)



Finding Missing Scholars

Once you’ve found someone…
•Ask them to take a survey or
•Ask for their CV (this can get better response from 

those with more years out from your program)
•Put in as much data as you can yourself so they 

have less to type



Keeping Track of Outcomes

Two Important Parts of Flight Tracker
•Position Change Form
• Table 8



Position Change

• Tracks scholar’s jobs before and after they’re with you

• Feeds Table 8

• Institution names are added to list
to search PubMed, NIH RePORTER, etc.



Position Change



Position Change

These options match 
requirements for 
Table 8



Position Change

Options are what 
you have put in as 
your departments/ 
divisions



Position Change

I use “Other” if 
department at a 
new institution 
doesn’t match ours 
and type in the 
exact department



Table 8

•Required for NIH training grants

•Tracks initial job after graduation/time on grant

•Also tracks current job

•Lists grants awarded after their time in your 
program



Table 8

• Required for NIH training grants

• Tracks initial job after graduation/time on grant

• Also tracks current job

• Lists grants awarded after their time in your program



Table 8

Flight Tracker creates the 
table for you as long as 
the data is there.

See the March 2023 
recording for a more in-
depth look.



Table 8

• Required for NIH training grants

• Tracks initial job after graduation/time on grant

• Also tracks current job

• Lists grants awarded after their time in your program



Table 8

• Required for NIH training grants

• Tracks initial job after graduation/time on grant

• Also tracks current job

• Lists grants awarded after their time in your program

Pulled from Position Change 
forms, which come from 
surveys (scholar) or you 
(manual addition)



Table 8

• Required for NIH training grants

• Tracks initial job after graduation/time on grant

• Also tracks current job

• Lists grants awarded after their time in your program
Pulled from NIH RePORTER and 
local grants system (if 
applicable) via Grant Wrangler



What’s Next?



July Meeting Cancelled

July’s Consortium Meeting, originally slated for July 5, is cancelled due 
to the July 4 holiday. We’ll meet again on August 2.



Scholar Portal

A place for your scholars to input 
information to Flight Tracker and see 

personal data about career development

Release Target: August 2023



MSTP Version (MD/PhD)

• MSTP = MD/PhD training programs for 
Physician-Scientists
• Vanderbilt’s program is making MSTP-specific 

customizations to Flight Tracker
• IDP
• Mentee-Mentor Agreements

• Wants to share at national MSTP meeting
• Release Target: September 2023



Troubleshooting Call

Monthly Troubleshooting Call (optional)

Third Wednesday at 1pm Central Time
June 21, 2023

Driven by Your Questions & Problems
All are welcome!

Ask to join our email list in the chat for an invitation…



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining

June’s “newbie” call.

Tuesday, June 13, at 2pm Central Time
(Thursday, July 13, 1.30pm Central Time)

Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation



Office Hours with Rebecca & Scott
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