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Meeting Agenda

What’s New?
Twitter Handles

Import Scholars from NIH Training Tables
Limiting Publication Data

Deep Dive: REDCap Forms

What’s Next?
National Mentoring Month & Winter Projects

Office Hours with Rebecca & Scott



What’s New?



Twitter Handles

• Version 4.19.0
• Collecting Twitter handles to be able to integrate 

with social media marketing of scholarship
• On surveys and Identifiers form
• Began push before Twitter turmoil; active in 

monitoring volatility and open to adaptations
• First step for longer-term push to help social 

media; more coming…



Import New Scholars from
NIH Training Tables

• Version 4.20.0
• Direct import during installation or via Add a New Scholar
• For purpose of quick setup for training grants
• Constraint: Headers must match requested NIH formats!



Limiting Publications

• PubMed began tracking institutional information for ALL authors 
around 2013-2014
• Flight Tracker searches PubMed by name and institutions
• Therefore, data quality increases significantly for publications AFTER 

2014; older data might match only on first authors
• Produce graphs for only highest-quality data (4.21.0)

Only on Publication Graphs



Deep Dive
REDCap Forms



Overview

REDCap forms in Flight Tracker allow admins to put in 
information about trainees manually (vs. surveying the scholar).

Six Forms
• Initial Import
•Manual Import
•Manual Degree

•Custom Grant
•Position Change
•Honors and Awards



How to Access

Inside any 
record, go to 
individual 
forms on the 
sidebar



Initial Import

•Mirrors scholar initial survey

• Intended for admins with existing information (reduce survey 
burden on trainees)

• Demographics, education, appointments/jobs, honors/awards, 
recent activities, funding

• If scholar contradicts any information here in a future survey, 
their answer will populate the Summary (computer will 
consider it “true”)



Manual Import

• Covers demographic info, mentor, and other institutions

• Information here overrides info reported elsewhere (e.g., 
scholar survey)

• Entering former/future institutions here 
will add them to the list of institutions to 
search in PubMed, NIH RePORTER, etc.



Manual Degree



Custom Grant

• Information about grants Flight Tracker doesn’t automatically 
pull from federal sources

• Internal awards, K12/T32 appointments, foundation awards, 
industry funding, subcontracts

• Repeating form; infinite grants



Custom Grant



Custom Grant





Custom Grant



Custom Grant

This instance 
feeds scholar 

timeline, grant 
metrics



Custom Grant



Custom Grant

This instance 
feeds Table 8



Position Change

• Tracks scholar’s jobs before and after they’re with you

• Feeds Table 8

• Institution names are added to list
to search PubMed, NIH RePORTER, etc.



Position Change



Position Change

These options match 
requirements for 
Table 8



Position Change

Options are what 
you have put in as 
your departments/ 
divisions



Position Change

I use “Other” if 
department at a 
new institution 
doesn’t match ours 
and type in the 
exact department



Honors and Awards



What’s Next?



Department of Education Grants

• 4.22.0 – Out this Friday
• Grants from the US Department of Education can be downloaded
• Conceivably, Flight Tracker can track educational research, too!



National Mentoring Month

• [January 4: Flight Tracker Mentoring Tools]
• January 11: I am a Mentor Day
• January 16: MLK Day of Service
• January 17: International Mentoring Day
• January 26: Thank Your Mentor Day



National Mentoring Month: 
Resources

• National Research Mentoring Network: 
nrmnet.net
• Geared towards researchers
• January events celebrate mentoring month

• MENTOR National: mentoring.org
• Follow @EdgeForScholars for a month of 

mentoring
• Tweet #NationalMentoringMonth

https://nrmnet.net/
http://www.mentoring.org/


Winter/Spring Projects

• NIH Training Table Table 1
• New Grant Wrangler Interface
• Social Media Support



Upcoming Deep Dive Topics

January: The Metrics of Mentoring

February: Celebrating, Wrangling,
& Analyzing Grants



Troubleshooting Call

Monthly Troubleshooting Call (optional)

Third Wednesday at 1pm Central Time
December 21, 2022

Driven by Your Questions & Problems
All are welcome!

Ask to join our email list for an invitation…



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining
December’s “newbie” call.

Monday, December 12, at 10am Central Time
[Tuesday, January 10, at noon Central Time]

[Friday, February 17, at noon Central Time]

Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation



Office Hours with Rebecca & Scott
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