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What’s New?
ERIC (Dept. of Ed.) Data Pulls

Viewing Scholar Grants

Deep Dive: Getting Started – Verna

What’s Next?
Upload Prior NIH Training Tables (5 & 8)

NIH Training Tables 2-4?

Office Hours with Rebecca & Scott



What’s New?



ERIC Data Pulls

• Most CTSAs have some sort of educational component
• Further, Vanderbilt education researchers have

requested to hook up Flight Tracker here.
• Education’s PubMed = ERIC
• 4.12.0 and later

• Plan to explore adding Department of Education
grants via data from the Institute of Education Services

• Opens potential uses for educational research groups in 
REDCap



ERIC Caveats

• ERIC does not list institutions consistently
• But Flight Tracker’s policy is to match by

name & institution!
• Thus, by default, ERIC is turned off

and must be turned on manually.
• Can turn on one record at a time (in Scholar Profiles).
• -OR- can turn on for entire Flight Tracker project.

• Publications Wrangler to sift out false matches (e.g., Julie Taylor)



Viewing Scholar Grants

Grab records five at a time for quicker viewing
(Kind of like Social Media’s “infinite scrolling”)

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/plugins/career_dev/charts/makeGrantTable.php?pid=66635&CDA
https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/plugins/career_dev/charts/makeGrantTable.php?pid=66635

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/plugins/career_dev/charts/makeGrantTable.php?pid=66635&CDA
https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/plugins/career_dev/charts/makeGrantTable.php?pid=66635


Deep Dive
Getting Started



Getting Started…

How do you envision using Flight Tracker?
q To gather information about grants, publications, and other 

externally generated (outside your institution) data

q To merge externally generated data with data you’ve collected on 
your scholars. 



Getting Started: Collecting 
external data

Requirements for project set up:
1) Turn on FT external module in REDCap
2) Add API import and export rights to your user
3) Generate an API token at the start of the project
4) Add a list of departments and resources 
5) Assign user rights 
6) Upload your list of scholars to the project
7) Set project to run overnight
8) Publication wrangling may begin after about 24 hours after starting 

project



Adding API import and export 
rights



Adding a list of departments and 
resources 



Assigning User Rights 



Assigning User Rights



Uploading your list of scholars



Uploading your list of scholars



Off to the races!

Once you set your project to run overnight, Flight Tracker goes to work 
for you.

Wait a few days before you start publication wrangling (or not).



Publication Wrangling 

Rebecca Helton’s presentation on publication wrangling:
https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/plugins/career_dev/help/video.php?video=2022-06-01

https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/plugins/career_dev/help/video.php?video=2022-06-01


“I have customized data I’d like to 
import”



Spotlight: Vanderbilt’s MSTP data 
import project

The director of our Medical Scientist Training Program reached out to 
Scott to inquire about customizing a Flight Tracker project. 
Issues:
• Lack of comprehensive data gathering tool 
• Tedious analytical process come reporting and grant renewal time



Customizing Flight Tracker to 
import your data

This project required a little more prepping upfront



Much to do about data

Additional steps required:
1) Adding new customized data labels to the Flight Tracker data 

dictionary for the project 
2) Uploaded new data dictionary into the MSTP project
3) Made sure each cell in the MSTP spreadsheet corresponded with a 

specific data label
4) Modified data on spreadsheet for easier upload:

- Yes or no questions, multiple choice answers, text

5) Uploaded spreadsheet



When Getting Ready for Data 
Importing

Data Dictionary:
• You will need to download, customize, then upload new version of 

the data dictionary 
• View the Data Dictionary Tutorial Video (10 min) for instructions on 

how to build your custom data dictionary. You can also refer to the 
instructions listed on REDCap’s Help & FAQ page.
• A transcript of the data dictionary may be downloaded if you prefer 

to read through the instructions on your own.



Data Dictionary Interface



Download the Data Dictionary



Getting Ready for Data Importing

MSTP Data Dictionary



Data Labels
Data labels must be assigned to each entry row in your project 
spreadsheet before uploading the data
Once your data is prepped with the appropriate variable names, form 
names, section header and so on, you are ready to import your data.

Getting Ready for Data Importing



Data Import Troubleshooting

It happens! 
The system prompts 
you on where to look 
on your spreadsheet for 
errors. 



Mission accomplished

Your data was successfully uploaded!



Final Thoughts

• Determine the right flow of data entry when modifying 
data dictionary

• It’s easier to upload information in batches

• Errors are common during upload

• If you get stuck, feel free to reach out to 
scott.j.pearson@vumc.org

mailto:scott.j.pearson@vumc.org


Deep Dive

August’s Deep Dive
On Monthly Consortium Call

Finessing NIH Tables 5 & 8
Rebecca Helton & Scott Pearson



What’s Next?



Upload Prior NIH Training Tables 
(5 & 8)

• I’ve listened to feedback about NIH Training Tables…
“Shouldn’t I just be able to upload last renewal’s training tables and let 
Flight Tracker start processing from there?”

• In theory, this fits well for Tables 5 (publications) and 8 (outcomes)
• Will use Microsoft Excel as a starting point
• Goal for Process:

1. Upload last year’s tables to make data for Flight Tracker/REDCap
2. Use current Flight Tracker infrastructure to identify holes
3. Fill in holes
4. Produce Training Tables

?



NIH Training Tables 2-4

• Not much data overlap with Flight Tracker L
• Most helpful for institutional implementation, not just one group
• At Vanderbilt, Training Tables 2-4 require a lot of communication 

among groups è Try to make communication more efficient
• Also, try to preserve notes from last time
• Export to Excel & talks with NIH RePORTER
• Getting close to being able to share…



Troubleshooting Call

Monthly Troubleshooting Call (optional)
Third Wednesday at 1pm Central Time

July 20, 2022

Driven by Your Questions & Problems
All are welcome!

Ask to join our email list for an invitation…



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining

July’s “newbie” call.

Tuesday, July 12 at 12pm Central Time
Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation



Office Hours with Rebecca & 
Scott


