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Handy Features for Custom Data

I often get asked,

“How can I input custom
information in Flight Tracker?”
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Handy Features for Custom Data

REDCap Data Forms
•Manual Input form
• Honors & Awards form
• Position Change form
•Manual Degree form

Information compiled overnight, every 
night into Summary form



Manual Input

• General demographics 
information
• Also, mentor information
• When you “Add a New Scholar” 

via a spreadsheet CSV, this is 
where the data goes
• Hooked up to summary 

computations à Automatically 
compiled with surveys and other 
data sources



Honors & Awards

• Simple log of important 
figures
• Also, if you send out 

surveys, honors and 
awards are asked for 
there
• Currently, not included in 

Summary form



Position Changes

• Institution information used in 
data searches
• Job information used in NIH 

Reporting tables
• Can leave items blank, 

including date in effect
• Compiled with information 

from surveys



Degrees (Manual Degree)

• Added to computation of 
Summary form, alongside 
survey information
• Institutions are 

automatically added to the 
list of institutions to search 
for
• Degree list attempts to be 

comprehensive; I’d be 
happy to add any oversights



Custom Information

• You can add new fields as you wish.
• You can also add new surveys or forms.
• We ask that you don’t modify or delete 

existing questions. This is so that we can 
aggregate information down the road to 
see national trends.
• Can hook up to Summary form via the 

General à Configure Summaries page.



Mid-Year Progress Report

Events in Early July
Independence Day

New Fiscal Year
New Year for Residents
Middle of Calendar Year



Consortium Growth

January 2020 – 3 servers
December 2020 – 10 servers

July 2021 – 24 servers



Consortium by the Numbers

• We’ve been meeting for 18 months now.
• Grown in size of community and number of scholars tracked.
• Stats report 24 servers collecting data (including test servers).

(Please make sure your REDCap box can talk to our REDCap box!)
• As reported by CLIC, several more groups plan to adopt.
• Attendance at our “newbie” calls is high. (June had 13-19 people.)
• 8,182 scholars currently tracked outside Vanderbilt.
• 5,462 scholars tracked inside Vanderbilt (some duplication).
• Consortium meeting invites out for next 6 months – please forward.

Thank you for your interest and contribution. Keep in touch!



Arrivals in 2021

• Sharing infrastructure for reporting NIH Tables
• Word clouds



Arrivals in 2021

• Patents
• Batch overnight cron processing



Arrivals in 2021

• Biostatistics reporting (Return on Investment)
• Epidemiological reporting (Kaplan-Meier survival curves)



Flights In the Air

• Updated help documentation
• Refinements on graphical design
• Training grant customizations (for pre-doc space)
• New, easier Grant Wrangler interface



Flights In the Air

Customizable Mentoring Agreements
• Vanderbilt launch this month
• Possible fall launch to consortium



Scheduled to Take Off

• (New) CLIC Common Metrics Integration
• See last month’s presentation for details…
• Step 1: Produce CSV for upload
• Possible Step 2: Automated uploads to CLIC
• First in CLIC’s queue



Scheduled to Take Off

• Customized Projects
• Turn on/off certain Flight Tracker features
• Post-doc (K) vs. pre-doc (T) vs. other
• (We’re interested in your feedback!)

• Faster Interface – like a never-ending scroll (cf. social 
media)
• For stylized grant tables
• For publication viewers



Scheduled to Take Off

Scholar Portal
• Let your scholars see their progress and 

compare their work against their peers
• Access links to surveys to input own data
• Access links to mentoring agreements & 

input their mentors
• Likely in late 2021 or early 2022



Scheduled to Take Off

Long Term Goal: Opt-In Data Aggregation (2022)
What works nationally in career development?

Getting closer to a critical mass; still need to build infrastructure



What’s New in June?

(Mostly technical updates.)
• PHP 8 Compatibility
• Batch processing of overnight jobs
è More scalable growth in a REDCap server



What’s Next in July?

• Common Metrics integration
• Mentoring Agreement updates
• Help Documentation
• Design Refinements



Newbie Call

Just getting started with Flight Tracker?

There’s a definite learning curve.
Move up more quickly by joining July’s “newbie” call.

Tuesday, July 20 at 1pm Central Time
Leave your email in the chat to receive an invitation.



Office Hours with Rebecca & Scott


