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Meeting Agenda

• Update on NIH Tables - Tables 5 & 8
• Upcoming: Mentor Database (and Table 2)
• Surveys and Automated Emails - Call for Testers
• Vanderbilt-Only Update
• Office Hours to Get Help - Rebecca Helton and Scott Pearson
• Next Meeting: September 2, 2020 - Publications and Bibliometrics



NIH Reporting Tables

• Currently, we’re reviewing support for NIH Tables 5, 6 & 8 as well as 
the CTSA Common Metrics
• At Vanderbilt, we’re trying to use for our CTSA renewal in December
• We are aware of xTRACT and long-term, would love to hook Flight 

Tracker up to that NIH system
• Baby steps…



NIH Reporting Tables

Warning: These data are still in the process of 
being fixed.



NIH Tables 5: Publications



NIH Tables 8: Outcomes



Mentor Database: Introduction

• Flight Tracker databases are mentee databases
• At Vanderbilt, we’ve had discussion for some time about organizing a 

mentor database
• Our CTSA renewal has added some urgency to this as it would help us 

collect data for Table 2 and report to the NIH

• This is all very prospective à a trial balloon



Mentor Database: Key Components

• Same automated grants and publications download
• Custom survey to handle NIH reporting outcomes
• Ability to match expertise from mentor to prospective mentee
• Interaction with (forthcoming) Mentor Agreements
• Auto-populate list of mentors from mentors in Flight Tracker



Mentor Database: Table 2



Mentor Database: Questions

• Would this be something of interest to you and your groups?
• If so, what else would be beneficial for you to see in this database?



Surveys and Automated Emails

• One of the current key shortcomings of Flight Tracker is that it does 
not have a suitable way to send out surveys to scholars
• We have a built-in but relatively untested interface to email scholars
• We’d like to test it on a couple of smaller projects before releasing 

more generally
• If you’re willing to volunteer your group, please let me or Rebecca 

know…



Vanderbilt-Only Update

• On Friday, we are “hooking up the pipes” to collect data for all 
Vanderbilt Flight Tracker projects from:
• COEUS (Grant Management System)
• Vanderbilt Directory Services (LDAP) this week

• That data should automatically be collected over the week



Office Hours

Are there any specific ways we can help you 
advance Flight Tracker at your institution?



Have a Good August!


